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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School


Academic Pursuits Program
Purpose

The Academic Pursuits Program provides funding for STS Faculty members to further their education and professional development by enrolling in relevant university courses, university degree programs or other recognized programs of study such as the CAIS Leadership Institute. 

Application and Selection Process

As there are budgetary limits to the annual funding of this program, an application process has been established to select candidates who best fit the criteria outlined below.

Application Dates

Applications must be submitted by December 1st for studies in the following school year.

Selection Criteria

The following criteria will be considered when selecting candidates:

· Relevance of the proposed study to the teaching and/or administrative assignment;

· Previous involvement in school-funded professional development;

· Length of service at STS;

· Professional involvement at STS (e.g. service on committees);

· Co-curricular involvement at STS;

· Connection to the candidate’s Teacher Professional Growth Plan (TPGP);

· Potential benefit to teaching and learning at STS and the School as a whole;

· Connection to long-term career goals;

· Cost of proposed program relative to funds available in any given year.

Selection Process

Applications must be submitted to the Academic Leadership Team (ALT) by the deadline stated above. All completed applications will be reviewed by the ALT and decisions will be communicated in a timely manner following the application deadline. The decision of the ALT will be final. Applicants who are unsuccessful during a particular budget year may apply again.

Terms and Conditions

The following terms and conditions apply:

· Payment will be made to individuals upon receipt of confirmation of successful completion of the course(s) (e.g. university transcripts) along with appropriate receipts;

· Payment will cover 50% of the tuition for approved university courses/programs;

· Expenses for books, travel or other expenses related to university study will not be covered;

· Travel and accommodation will be covered for the CAIS Leadership Institute Program;

· For degree programs, the employee is expected to provide two years of service following the completion of the degree. If the employee terminates his/her employment with STS prior to the completion of the two years, a pro-rated amount of the financial assistance will be recovered at the time of termination.
· Faculty who receive funding from the Academic Pursuits Program are required to share their Professional Development or educational experiences when their program is completed.  This could occur at a faculty meeting, during a PD day, with students or at another time.
Academic Pursuits Program
Application Form

Name of Applicant:       FORMTEXT 

     




Today’s Date:   

Date of PD Opportunity:
     
Location of PD Opportunity:
     
	Program Overview
	

	Describe the proposed course of study.  Include the course program name/description, length of program, institution name and other pertinent information. Attach, if possible, a link to the institution’s website and course description.
	     

	The Case for Support
	

	How does the proposed course/program of study support your current role at STS?
	     

	How does the proposed course/program of study relate to your Teacher Professional Growth Plan (TPGP)?
	     

	How might the proposed course/program of study support your future career development?
	     

	Identify ways in which your completion of this course/program of study will benefit teaching and learning at STS or the School as a whole.
	     

	Past Professional Development
	

	Outline all other professional development that you have undertaken during the last three years through STS or on your own.
	     

	STS Contributions
	

	Briefly outline any professional involvement at STS (e.g. committee work).
	     

	Briefly outline your co-curricular involvement at STS.
	

	How many years of service do you have at STS?
	

	Estimated Budget
	

	Outline the costs of the learning experience.
** Applies to CAIS Leadership Institute candidates only.
	Fees

     
** Travel (airfare, ground transport, etc.)
     
**Accommodation

     
** Meals

     
** Materials

     
** Other expenses (please specify)

     
TOTAL ANTICIPATED COST:

     



Signature: ________________________________

